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On the News of the Defeat of the Allies in Spain. 


The Mifcarriages of our Affairs there owing in 


a great meafure to the Archduke’s not being in that Country before King Charles lI’s Death ; 
which may ferve us as a Caveat, that we be not reducd to the like Circumftances as to the 


Hanover Succeffion. 
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Countrym. ERE’s terrible News from Spain, 
Mafter, which blafts all our 
Hopes from King Charles's re- 
peated ViGories, and feems to 
make things as bad there as they have been at any 
time fince the beginning of the War; for if we 
may credit the French Advices, General Starem- 
beng is defeated, 30000f his Men kill’d, §000 ta- 
ken, with 20 Cannon, two Mortars, and all his 
Baggage ; befides, our Generals Stanhope, Wills and 
Carpenter, with I know not how many of our Eng- 
lifh and other Confederate Battalions and Squa- 
drons, are made Prifoners of War. This News ts 
fo much the more dreadful, that twas unexpected, 
confidering the Account we had by the laft Mails 
from Lisbon. 

Obf. Lown, Roger, that the News is very terri- 
ble, and feems to open a difmal Scene ; but I 
know no great reafon to have expected any thing 
better : for we had Advice trom time to time, 
that the French King has been exerting his utmoft 
Strength, and preparing to reinforce his Grand- 
fon ever fince the Battel of Almenara, but much 
more fince that of Saragoffz,; whereas King Cyarles 
has had no Supplies for a long time, and the Por- 
tuguefe, tho he was come within a few days March 
of their Frontiers, not only refus'd to join him 
with their own Troops, but to let him have thofe 
in Britifp Pay. 

Countrym. | hope thefe things will be enquir’d 
into. One wou'd think that the fatal Confequen- 
ces of neglecting the Earl of Peterborough, who 
did things in Spaiz beyond human Belief, fhould 
have put the Allies upon their guard againft fuch 
Negligence afterwards ; therefore in my Country 
Opinion, an Enquiry into the State of our Troops 
that have been all along kepr in Portugal, and whe- 
ther that Nation have acted their part according 
to the Aliiance, and if not, what were their Rea- 
fons, may be join’d to the Enquiry into the 
Number and Condition of our Troops at the Bat- 
tel of Almanz4. . 

Obf. We muft leave thofe things to our Supe- 
riors, Roger; but it feems to be as much our 
bufineis at prefent to think how to retrieve 
our Affairs in Spain, as to make Enquiry into 
things pait. Careful and honeft Phyficians ap- 
ply themfelves rather to remove préfent and 
dangerous Symptoms from their Patients, than 
& enquire into the remote Caufes. He would be 
reckon’d a very weak Surgeon, who fhould for- 
bear to drels a Wound till he knew which way 
it came, and fufier his Patient to bleed to death 
while he enquires into the Caufes of his Difafter. 
When a Man’s Houfe is on fire, he does not ftand 
to confider how it came, but how to extinguifh it: 
And this, in my humble opinion, is our Cafe, with 
relation to the Affairs of Spain. 

Countrym. | perfe@tly agree with you, Matter: 
Thofe Enquiries, tho juft, may admit of Delay, but 
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to fupport King Charles, or to make Reprifals upon 
the Enemy by fome proper and fpeedy Method, 
admits of none , except we have a mind to give up 
the Caufe, and to abandon all that we have been 
fighting for thefe two and twenty years. 

Obf. There’s a great deal in what you fay, Ro- 
ger; for without {peedy, vigorous, and proper Re- 
folves, we may have the War brought home upon 
our felves, and fuffer as much by our own Folly, 
as the Spaniards have faffer’d, and are {till like to 
fuffer, by theirs. 

Countrym, { don’t well underftand you, Matter: 
Pray explain your felf. 

Obf. The matter requires but little Explanation, 
Roger : We have been talking of an Enquiry into 
the Caufes why the Affairs of the Confederates 
have mifcarry’d in Spain, and becaufe humanV iews 
are generally fhort or taken wrong, we confider'd 
how juft God is, in making that bloody and cruel 
Nation a Field of Slaughter, becaufe of their Bar- 
barities to the Moors, Fews, Protcftants, and _A- 
mevicans: They may read their Sin in their 
Punifhment, by being now made Slaves to Ty- 
rants and Priefts, fince all thofe inhuman Pra@ices 
were perform’d by ’em at the Initigation of that 
fort of Men. But at the fame time, fecond Caufes 
of a later date and more immediate influence are 
not to be overlook’d, nor the Inftruments of ’em 
to be the lefs abhor’d and guarded againft, nor 
exempted from due Punifhment. 

Countrym. You are got above my Apprehenfion, 
Mafter, and foar in the Clouds: Pray confider 
you have a Countryman to deal with. 

Obf. I will make it plain to your Capacity, Ro- 
ger. Wicked and crafty Men are generally the 
Inftruments in the hand of God to punifh the 
Faults of his own People; but fince they do it 
with an ill Defign, they are ne’er a whit the le(s 
criminal for their being employ’d by a Superior 


Agent 5 and we are fo far from being the lefS cul- 


pable for not being upon our guard againft them, 
that our Negligence in that refpect is our Crime 
as well as our Punifhment, and a fign of our Judi- 
cial Infatuation. Thus the Princes of Babylon, E- 
egypt, Perfia, &c. were Inftruments in the Hand of 
God to puniih his People the Jems for their Sins ; 
yetas they invaded the Jems out of hatred to 
their Religion, and with adefign to gratify their 
own Ambition and enlarge their Dominions, they 
were Criminals by coving fo, as were alfo the 
traitorous Jews who concur'd with them to ruin 
their own Country, out of feeming prudential Con- 
fiderations, but really to make their own Fortunes. 
Thus thofe High-Church Jews who cry’d cut, The 
Temple of the Lord! The Temple of the Lord! as 
if no body had regarded the Temple but them- 
felves, were as great Enemies to the Religion and 
Liberties of their Country as they who dettroy’d 
both, and the Fews ought to have been as much 
upon their guard againft them , whereas all their 
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Zeal was exerted again’ tho who were the fin 
cerelt Friends of the Efiablifl’d Religion, and 
Laws of their Country. 

Countrym. How do you make the Application, 
Matter ? What is all this to the Affairs of 
Spain ? 
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Obf. ’Tis not only applicable to the Spaniards, 
but perhaps to our felves, Roser. For fince 
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are upon an Enquiry into the Caufes why our 
Ss - , . — _— be 4 ' Crreails ean > 
Affairs have mifcarry'd in that Country, I know |Iflue, that the Succeilion was controverted, ang 


ty, they might eafily have prevented ir, by having 
the Archdukein Spain before the Dea: - Kine 
Charles, as 1 hinted already. This wes fo mach 
the more uneccountable, confidering thar 2 wv 
World knew the uncertain Stace of thar Princes 
Health, chat he was not capad>le of having any 


no reafon why we fhould not go as far back, as {that the Pretender lay much nearer to Spi than 


that which to me feems to be oneof the main, as | 
well as one of the firft Second Caufes, viz. That | 
there was not effe@ual care taken to have the Arch-| the like manner with ref{pec! to 
duke, the legal Succeffor, fix’din Spaia before the} ) ha 

| affli@t us by thie Death of her Majeliy. Evers 


Death of the late King Charles. This, in all hu- | 
man probabiliry, would have prevented the Ex- 


pence of fo much Blood and Treafure, and the | than Hanover, that the Pretender has no 
other Calamities which have befallen Spain and | 


the Confederates ever fince : for in that cafe King} 


Charles the Third muft have immediately afcended | 
the Throne ; thofe who were for the Succefiion of 
the Houfe of Anfria having that Prince at their 
Head, would have been in a Condition to refift 
and keep out the Pretender, till their Allies had 
been in a readinels to fupport them. Thofe who 
were Traitors in Heart, would have been afraid 
to appear againft Authority, or muft have done it 
at their peri] ; whereas the want of this neceflary 
Precaution, and the fudden Arrival of the Duke of 


the lawful Heir. , 
Country, 1 pray Ged we be not ferv’'d in 
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nover, Mafter, whenever it fhall pleafe God ty 
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dy knows thar St. Germains lies 
} Womi- 
nions to pafs thro but part of the Freved King’s 
who is his Patron, and intends to make him his 
Viceroy here, as he has done the Duke 
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Of £1/)01 
in Span, and that a few hours may waft hit fron 
Calaw to Dover : Whereas the Family of /vozo- 
ver has a greater Journy to take by Land, a much) 
greater Voyage tocome by Sea, and no Fleet to 
protect or tranfport themin their Paffige. If ir 
be objected, that ours muft then be their own, 
we may eafily anfwer, That tho it be foby Law, 
we cannot be certain of a favourable Wind, nor 
do we know what Turns maythen happen. The 





Anjou, who lay much nearer Spain than the Arch- 
duke, made it quite otherwife 5 his getting pof- 
feilion of the Throne turn’d the face of Authority 
upon the loyal Subjects, who having no body to 
head them, all the Laws, folemn Kenunciations, 
Abjurations, and Treaties of Guaranty, Cc. a- 
gainft the Succeflion of the Houfe of Bourbon, fig- 





French havea Squadronat Duxkirk in reacinels, 
which in all Events may put to Sea fooner than a 
Squadron from Holland, and by the fame, or a 
much lefs favourable Wind. Befides, we all know 
whata Faction we have in our own Bowels, Men 
of reitlefS and arbitrary Principles, ready on aii 
occafions to raifé a Rebellion in favour of the Pre- 





nify’d nothing. The Bourbonifts were accounted | tender, as we have found oftner than once by wo- 
the loyal Subjects, and the Awfrians the Traitors. | ful Experience. We fee vilibly what Methods are 
The Ufurper gain’d time to confirm himfelf on the | taken by fome among us to increafe and incourage 
Throne, to ftrengthen the Party of the Traitors, | them, what treafonable Pamphlets the Nonjurants 


to opprefs, expel or corrupt the chief of the 
Spanify Patriots, and to poifon the Minds of the 
People with Jealoufies and Prejudices againft the 
Houle of Auffria; the fatal Effetts of which the 
true Spaniards have now feen, and are like to feel 
the {mart of them more and more by doleful Ex- 
perience. 

Country. Can you teli me bow that woful 
neglect came about, Maller? The Spamards have 
always been reckon’d a wife Nation, fuperior in 
Politicks to m.{t of thetr Neighbours, and infe- 
rior to none of them in Bravery. Befides, their 
Averfion to their old Enemies the French was rec- 
kon’d unfurmountabdle. Tis ftrange to me how 
fuch a Change could be fo fuddenly effe&ed. 

Obf. You fay very well, Roger: The Objection 
you mention feem’d to be unanlwerable, but the 
Event has prov’d the contrary. That fatal Mit: 
carriage was occafion’d by the HighHying Clergy, 


‘and others have had the boldnefs to publifh, whae 
Riots and Temults they have fomented in the 
Ifland, how big Lefey and others of their Lea- 
ders are with hopes of a Revolution in their fa- 
vour, what Divifions they induflrioufly nourif; a- 
mong Proteftants, and how boldly they plead 
for French Maxims of Government, and a Recon 
ciliation with the Church of Rome. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Juft Publifh’d, 

A Lift of the 64 Benefit Tickets, in the Lottery 
for 1sco m ooo /. which were not claim’d befor. rhe 
Commiihoners and Directors of the faid Lortery.’ 
Sign’d by their Order. Printed for 4. Bell at the 
Crofs-Keysand Bible in Cornhil. Price 2d. 

Juft Publifh’d, 

Solomon acainft Welton: or that Prince’s Comp!uint 

againit the Infolence gf the White-Chappel Pricit. 





under the Conduct of Cardinal Portocarero, and a 
felf-defigning Party of Courtiers, who had a mind | 
to keepthe Government at their own difpofal, in} 
order to promote the Houfe of Bourbon to the: 
Succeflion, becaufe they were belt able to bribe’ 
them, and moft likely to flatter their Bigotry, ! 
You know King Charles the Second was a very | 
weak Prince, and tho there was no doubt of his 

Inclination to tlie Houfe of Aufria, he had not 

capacity enough to fee the Delign laid to exclude | 
them, nor Ability enough to prevent it, after he | 
had given himfelt up intothe Hands of their Ene. | 
mies: So that the Houfe of Axfria, and their | 
Allies, had nothing to play but a miferable After.’ 


being a Defence of the Reiiftance made to the late 
King /.ames, by the Church of England, at the Glo- 
rious Revolution in 1688. By way of Reiiettion 
upon Dr. Welton’s Sermon, preach’d before the Licu- 
tenancy of Lendon, in Sc. Lawrence's Church. Sold by 
7. Baker at the Black-Boy in Pater-nofiei-Kow. Vricez 
4d, 
*# A Letter to the Good Pecple of Great Brit tir. 

(] The Earl of Clarend.ws Opinion ot tie Vitfolv. 
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